German Social Democracy
of the working masses at the time of the revolution of
1905; she was, "practically and culturally/' the enemy
of Socialism. When the veteran Bebel declared patrioti-
cally in the Reichstag: "White-haired though I am, I
would shoulder a rifle if Germany were the victim of
foreign aggression,"(5) it was Russia of whom he was
thinking; and from 1905 onwards he foresaw a dash
in the east with Germany's "real and only dangerous
enemy," against whom, he said, "we should always be
on our guard and keep our powder dry." In any war
between Germany and Russia, he declared, the German
Socialists would march "as one man."(6) It was because
of the possibility that aggression, coming "above all from
the east," might engender a "world war" that Bebel in
1913 extolled the voting of the taxes required by the Govern-
ment in consequence of the law increasing the army.
It remained to convince Social Democracy that this
war, which it had virulently denounced as a war of
aggression and conquest, was in reality a defensive war
against the threat of despotic Russia, "imposed" on
Germany by Cossack Russia: and the task had to be
carried through at the last minute.
The Government's first overture was made on July 26th,
that is to say on the morrow of the Socialist party's
manifesto already quoted. Hugo Haase had a conver-
sation at the Prussian Ministry of the Interior in con-
nection with the projected working-class demonstrations
against war. The representative of the Government who
had requested this interview expressed the opinion that
in case Russia should intervene against Austria as the
sequel to a declaration of war by Austria on Serbia, the
obligations of the alliance would compel Berlin to support
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